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First, Thank You, Beth, for 
your contributions to CIS ! 



Pre-Kansas 

• Beth was born 

• B.S., Mech. Engg., Michigan State U., 1961 

• M.S., Math., MSU, 1963; worked with a 
Control Data CDC3600, a big deal in those 
days…. 



MSU Currents Magazine 2-2 (2003) 



A timely move to Manhattan, Kansas, in 1966… 

The visitors:  Alan Perlis (CMU), William Lynch (Case Inst.), 
Calvin Gotlieb (Toronto), Edward Feigenbaum (Stanford) 

From KSU Statistics Newsletter, 1990 



Beth’s job history (vita, 1971) 



Royal Purple Yearbook, 1970 



KSU’s Computer Science Dept. broke 
from Statistics in July, 1971 

Initial CS course listing: 



KSU General Catalog, 1971-72 



Key CS Faculty 
Harold Sackman (Fordham), Dept. Head 

Myron Calhoun (Arizona State), joint with EE  

Paul Fisher (Arizona State) 

Richard Sincovec (Iowa State) 

Elizabeth Unger, joint with KSU Computing Center 

Also joint with computing center: Ken Conrow, 
Richard Gallagher, Mike Miller 

 

The department was situated in Fairchild Hall…. 







The Fairchild 
``dungeon” 
lab 

Seaton Hall 
basement lab 

(it had windows) 

(Tom Gallagher, just below…) 

From Department brochure, 1975 



The first few years were rocky… 

Sackman was the head for only two years, succeeded by Paul 
Fisher in 1973.  (Fisher said to me: "You don't let an engineer run 
a computer science department.")   Weinberg, Trump also left. 
Fisher was an "entrepreneur,” often at odds with central 
administration. 
 
Several people were hired:  Bill Hankley, Virg Wallentine, Fred 
Maryanski, Linda Shapiro.   And several people left:  Sincovec, 
Shapiro, then Maryanski. 
Beth kept her job at the Computing Center till 1974, when she 
moved to CS full time.  That year, she also became a PhD student 
in CS at KU. 
 
Faculty stayed constant around ten people --- not enough to 
handle student load, let alone foster research. 
 



Fisher promoted contract 
work for the army.  In 1975, 
this led to a two-year, 
$265,000, USARO contract for 
implementing a mini-
computer network using Per 
Brinch-Hansen’s Concurrent 
Pascal. 

Virg 
Wallentine 
was the lead 
on the 
networking 
project. 

From Dept. brochure, 1975 



Hardware 
room, 

Fairchild 
Hall, 1975 

(Linda 
Shapiro 
and Earl 

Harris) 

(all the 
Department’s 
hardware was 

moved into the 
room’s NE corner 

for this photo!) 



The department was developing expertise in 
networking, concurrency theory, and database 
systems. 

 

But not everything went well… 



A highly 
experienced PhD 
student, Jacob’s 
database expertise 
strengthened the 
department’s 
commitment to 
database research. 



What was Beth doing during this time 
(1974-78)? 

• Teaching a lot of courses (including CIS200) 

• Writing a CIS200 text (see next slide) 

• Commuting to Lawrence for PhD coursework 

• Completing her PhD dissertation: 

 

http://www.genealogy.ams.org/ 



From GoogleBooks 



I know about this stuff, because I was there (from Jan. 1976…) 



The joint PhD program almost killed 
off graduate CS at KSU and KU 



From KSU General 
Catalog, 1971 

Q: why a joint PhD 
program? 
 
A: computing hardware 
was expensive, and the 
State wanted the two 
grad programs``on the 
cheap”! 



The Joint Faculty 
weren’t so joint… 



The Board of Regents weren’t so helpful  
(from Feb. `72 minutes) 

COCAO =  Council of Chief Academic Officers 



Life got worse... 
(from Feb. `73 report to 
Regents) 



The Regents got mad 



Life smoothed over by 1975, when Bill 
Hankley and Neil Jones headed the Joint 

Faculty Steering Committee 

The point: It’s hard to build a research program 
(or anything else) when energy is sapped by 
fighting. 

Practical consequences of the joint program:  

• Each term, one dept. offered an evening grad 
course for students in other dept. to attend 

• Each PhD student had a committee member 
from the other school on her POS 

 



• Beth was admitted to the joint PhD program 
(whew!), finished her PhD in 1978, and within 
the month was promoted to the KSU graduate 
faculty and to Associate Professor. 

• Beth started teaching PhD-level courses in 
concurrency and databases. 

• She quickly became central to the research 
arm of the Department. 

In the meantime… 



Beth attracted lots of students --- she was caring 
and conscientious.  ("Beth gets you out!” one 
grad student told me.) 

 

Since Beth was herself a student (and teacher 
and mother), she remembered how students 
worked and felt. 

 

In 1983, Beth was made Professor, and Virg was 
made Dept. Head.  They propelled the 
Department forward. 

 



Virg, Beth, Dave Gustafson, and Bill Hankley 
built the "Summer on Campus" program for 
Western Electric/ATT.  The program generated  
quality MS students from 1979 into the 1990s. 

  



Beth’s research 
program (from 
vita, 1983) 





Key early research pubs 

http://dblp.uni-trier.de/ 







http://www.genealogy.ams.org/ 



You could find all Beth’s supervisees 
in the CIS Archives in Nichols Hall 

But it’s mostly gone now…  )-: 



Beth’s first 
graduate students, 
1979 

(Danny Michael and Elmer Lalicker) 



In 1985, the CS Dept. moved to Nichols Hall 
(and became CIS in 1987), and Beth was the 
primary database person, teaching all course 
levels and supervising loads of grad students.   
The rest is history. 

 

Recruiting 
poster, 

1988 



Again, Thank You, Beth, for your 
contributions to CIS ! 

 

URL to this talk:  www.cis.ksu.edu/~schmidt/unger.pdf  

http://www.cis.ksu.edu/~schmidt/unger.pdf

